EMBRACING
THE COVENANT

Quinquennial Report (2008) of the
Joint Implementation Commission
under the Covenant between

The Methodist Church of Great Britain
and
The Church of England



All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying or otherwise, without the prior
permission of the publisher Methodist Publishing House

© 2008 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes

ISBN 1 858523469

Published on behalf of the
Joint Implementation Commission by

Methodist Publishing House
4 John Wesley Road, Werrington
Peterborough PE4 6ZP

Printed and bound in Great Britain by
PrintonDemand-worldwide.com, Orton Southgate, Peterborough



CONTENTS

Foreword
Membership of the Joint Implementation Commission

Abbreviations used in the text

1. Taking Stock and Looking Ahead

2. The Unity We Have and the Unity We Seek

3. Researching and Resourcing Local Covenant Relationships
4. How Can Decision Making be Shared?

5. Episkope and Episcopacy and our Churches in Covenant

6. Calvinism and Arminianism

APPENDICES
1. Resources
ii.  Deaneries and Circuits: Partners in Mission

iii. Local Preachers and Readers: Sharing Two Ministries

24

37

49

84

116

129

134

147






FOREWORD

As the Co-Chairs of the Joint Implementation Commission (JIC) of the
Covenant between the Methodist Church of Great Britain and the Church
of England, we are pleased to present the Commission’s quinquennial
report to both our churches. We believe that this report contains stimulating
ideas and challenging recommendations, which need to be studied widely
in both churches.

We recognise that some feel that ‘the Covenant’ has not yet made the
difference that they expected in the relationship between our two churches.
But the JIC cannot on its own ‘implement’ a covenant. That can only be
done by both churches taking the Covenant to heart and putting it into
practice in every area of their lives.

However, in our three reports we have addressed many issues, including
those which were specifically referred to us. A covenant by its very nature
requires both parties fully to engage and grow into it. In much of our work,
particularly through the ten regional workshops for our church leaders, that
we organised, as well as in our reports, we have pointed the way ahead and
encouraged the necessary changes in thought and practice throughout our
churches, in order to allow the Covenant to flourish as a practical reality.

We share the disappointment of others at the slow pace of change in the
covenantal relationship between our churches. Yet we recognise how far
things have changed for the better in British ecumenical experience in
recent years, not a little of which is due to the influence of this Anglican
—Methodist Covenant and the work of the JIC. We have been encouraged
by many examples of good practice and by the seriousness with which
many have engaged in a mutual covenant lifestyle.

We wish to thank all the members of the JIC and its consultants for their
colleagueship and hard work during the past five years. In an extremely
encouraging way the members ofthe JIC have come together in a covenantal
relationship that has brought to us all many gifts and graces from each of
our churches. We particularly want to thank the Co-Conveners who have
guided the work of the commission.



We commend this report as a further step on the way to the full visible
unity of Christ’s Church.

The Right Revd lan Cundy Professor Peter Howdle
Bishop of Peterborough Vice-President of
the Methodist Conference 2002-3
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ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THE TEXT

Unless otherwise indicated, references to these reports in the text are by
paragraph number.

AMC An Anglican — Methodist Covenant: Report of the Formal
Conversations between the Methodist Church of Great Britain and the
Church of England (Methodist Publishing House and Church House
Publishing, 2001).

SOC  In the Spirit of the Covenant: Interim Report (2005) of the Joint
Implementation Commission under the Covenant between the Methodist
Church of Great Britain and the Church of England (Methodist Publishing
House, 2005).

LGC Living God's Covenant: Second Interim Report (2007) of the Joint
Implementation Commission under the Covenant between the Methodist
Church of Great Britain and the Church of England (Methodist Publishing
House, 2007).



